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1« On June 5,1963 during a meeting initiated t ?7 TSUiaCAN, the latter told 

M that he himself and his colleguea from the Feimanent Mission of the Ukrainian SSR 

at the Ihiited Nations were willing and actually even eager to- talk with various 

Ukrainian organizations and individuals in tlds countxy on the subject of establishln 

"at least" some sort of cultural contacts and co->operation between the emigration 

and the Soviet Ukraine through her Mission at the UN in New York* This was 

pz*esented to M as a great secret of TSUBKAN which he decided to disclose to M* at 

the end of their talk* The whole meeting was ,of course* directed by TSUHKAN in such 

a way as to prepare M £or"his secret" and spund out his reaction in advance* 

According to TSUHKAN the Mission recently changed cos^letely their views about 

the Ukrainian eoiigratlon and did no lorger consider it as just a bunoS^useless 

indlvidxials* They found out that there were many positive people among emigrees 

that should fO^_ngt made responsible for their landing abroad in consequence of 

one oh the other "accident of fate"* In spite of political or rather "ideological" 

llQ 

diverge33cies between the emigration and the Soviet Ukrainejr^ thought at least 
a cxiltuial co-operation between the twS^Site f^^ble and stressed the necessity 
to work for that goal* TSUBKAN also stressed that this co-operation could be 
arranged and developed without any political sacrificos on either side* 

H« Mmsolf sflemied to be very enthusiastic about the idea, indeed. In the near future 
he is leaving for KIEV for j)(4onth vacations and after his return hopes to 
continue his efforts to dexmdllze their r Nations with the enigration* 


MURKAN was also interested in LYMAN* L* -Editor of "Notatnik", Grand 
Central Station,POBox # 2325, New York 17, N*^, He asked M whether LYMAN was a true 
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name, where LIMAN stemned frcm , what was his age, who in reality stood behind Mm* 
what organization or individuals; who financed "Notatnik" etc* TSUKKAN praised 
“Notatnik'* as a qtdte objective publication and in particular he liked the 
article entitled **The Ukraine and the World" in^Mrch 1963-issue of'Nbtatnik"* He 
thought LBiAN gave an almost fadenflly appraisal of the work the Peimanent Mission 
was doing at the UN* Therefore he wanted to coinrey through M to LIMAN tbaik^im8elf,as vel 

AS 

ANIZIA and other collegues of bis , were very satisfied with the article* 

M*s reply was that since TSUHKAN knew the address of "Notatnik" the best way to do 
it would be to write direcUy to LBMAN* 


2* On 5 June 1963 at about 15*40 brs TSURKAN called M at his office 

and told him that he would like to see him at once on a very urgent patter* 

Being avrare that TSUHKAN might check on his mflivenents and i^artioular on whether 

he will telephone someone, M ran out of his office and from the nearest telephone booth 

called C* Eventually, he was gping to phone first his friends f]ram the FBI but 

t^^hone-number 

having discovered he le^ their at home, he called C* ^rtly after 
he left the telephohe booth ,he saw TSUHKAN go in bis direction from the place 
\diere they were supposed to meet,i*e* on the comer of Waverly and University* 

After greeting, they went along the 6th Ave and shortly afteerards stopped in a bar 
between WaVerly and W 4th Street* There they stayed from about 16*00 to 21*00 hrs* 

3* The urgent ma^i^er TSUHKAN asked M for ^turned out in the beginning to bo 
X quite^rifle thingt GAPON , before his departure to the Soviet Union, gave TSURKAN 
"Eozstrilane Vidrodzennia" hk which he borrowpid at one time from M« Now TSUKoLsN 
was going to return it to M according to GAPON* S wish* Sferitigsafioinough, however, 

TSURKAN did not take the book with him and was going first to discuss it vdth M* 

He promisedt to bring the book next time* 
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3* Referring to "Rozstrilane Vidrodzennia” on the one hand and the Paintings- 

Exhlbition at Washington Square ,on the other^ M directed thei^ talk to the 

present literazy and art situation in the Ukraine* TSUHKAN saserted that there were 

among the present literary generation a great many an immature and egoistic 

elementi who committed some serious mistakes* He did not think hoverer they uiU 
"seriously" 

benpersecuted * Just on the contraryt pretty soon they will be published again* 
TSUEKAN was not going to criticize all and ever 3 rthing they haye written* Thiir 
main mistake was that they did not apply proper methods to get their views throtigh* 
Before putting forwairdfaiwl^ contioversial and very often politicall|r weak stuff 
they should have first learned tram people like BAZHAN^TfCHINAyHZLSEna and others 
how to "establish themselves, secure strong positions" and then go ahead with their 
plans* As an example he mentioned a case of I^RNHCHUE in 1956* At that time 
KOENIYCHUK had just finished his play "The TRUTH" that was going to revolutionize 
the Soviet society* He went idth it to vaitous publishing houses and literary 
organizatioxis in KIE7 and sent it also to similar ones in MOSCOW* Mo one , however, 
was ready to Jmbllsh his "Truth?’^ Then KORNUCHUK went on the train to MOSCOW 
and there by appearing personally at various institution finally convinced the 
people concerned that his work should be published* And it was published with 

H 

necessary approval and blessing from above* Only after that^ EEEHBURG, NEKRASOV and 
others dared start their contoversial writings "shel/tering" themselves behind 
KOENiyCHUK*S "victory". 

Of course - according to TSUEKAN p it does not mean that all old poets and writers 

are absolutely impeccable* Among them there were also some people who liked 

to put^^heir ego above everything else* Thus, he mentioned, TTCHYNA too at one 

of the recent celebrations of Shevchenko-anniversaay had asserted that his poems 

only future-generations will be capable to understand ,in 100 years or so. 

So - continued TSURKAN - there is actually no difference in this respect between 

have 

TICHYNA and some of his younger collegues who think they and only the^ discovered 


truthful and genuine peetiy > that only they are honest and capable of "reforming" 
the Soviet systesn^ which has been to some e:ctent distorted at the time of the cult 
of personality# 

TSUHKAH told H that he likes the poe^s of ZABASHTA# He is also very fond of 

VIHHHAN07SKII and vmnted to know what in particular M liked in KOSTENKO*S and 

KOROTICH* S writings* M replied that he was delighted with their style and general 

subject matter of their poems# On that occasion he asked TSDREAN why actually does 

the systaoii persectute them since in his opinion they are genuine ccmsnunists eager 

to promote new revitalized progressive ideas in the aiiwmnwrt-jgfa g v par^# 

some 

M did not agree with^emigree<-intexpretations idiftch were indLined to see in young 
potenti^ 

poets "Ukrainian^nationalists " but he could not accept official attitude of the regime 
to them, either# TSIRKAN replied that he quite shared M*S opinion ♦ As to KHRUSICHEV'S 
attacks - he thought — they were justified and in time ^ and will be OEly beneficial 
for "the young people"# KHRUSHCHEV is an authority , he is very popular, although 
he (TSURKSH) has to admit that ho represents " somewhat conservative society" ( zasile 
suspilstxVo) # 

TSURKAN agredd with H that NOVICHENKO had ccmpromlsed h rfcw T i ^ Isy 
castigating himself at the Conference of literary workers with the party-activists 
in KIEV# He should have stood vp to defend not only himself but also his yoiinger 
collogues# 

TSURKAN was against any form of abstractionism# This is the only • g ww v kind 
of art he could not stand# He netioned Ebima ANDIYEVSKA as an example* 

4# TSURKAN did not deny M's attacks against the Russification in the Ukraine# 

He stressed, however, that there was also a process of Ukrainianation • The Russification 
itself was not new,it had it roots still in Tsarist policy* Then came the cult of 
personality which also was not conducive to strengthening the progress of Ukrainization# 
Mary mistakes made by promoters of Ukrainization were also hajAering their cause* 
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He mentioned in particular KHVyLOVYI and aCRYPNlffi who paying no attention to 
surrounding realities put forward the slogan "Away from Moscow"* It was not onlyt 
ir^olitie , it was doomiiag the fate of Ui^reinization and their own * 

At the present there are two trends : Russification and Ukrainization and the promoters 
of the latter were not going to com'nlt old mistakes* He was sure that they will 
be more successful than their predecessors and the Uicrainian element will be 
strengthened* TSUBEAN emphasized that emigration was not aware of strong efforts 
of the Soviet intelligentsia to pramote"UkrainLan cause"; he specified them as 
literary meetings^ conferenees^ readings to the people in smaller cities^ "contacting 
the masses"^ new Ukrainian publioations»etc* Ij^axticular he was inclined to 

i 

pay a very great iaportance to the Linguistic Confesrenee that took i^ace in Kiev in 

February 1963* On this occasion TSDRKAN praised very highly ILCHENKO "shihBia^bhts 

views withoit bbqt reservation whatsoever"* He also stressed that apart from 

universities j Ukrainian is being now/ "forcibly" introduced at Technical schools* 

TSURKAN rejected the idea that "Moscow was responsible" for Russification* 

Ukrainians themselves bade also to be blamed for it* Ag an exas^ile he mentioned the fact 

that in recent years maty Ukrainiaxus did not avail themselves of great opportunities 

they bad sihce ^alin*s death* They were just weak, unable to raise to the 

occasion , preferring to complain about the others* Nevertheless^i he was quite 
to prove his point he 

hopeful^ and finally^pentioned bis son stsiciying now linguigULcs in KJEV and "who will 

be positively as good a Ukrainian as bis father himself"* 

5* According to TSURKAN - the Soviet Ukraine is a genuine Ukrainian 

state* It has to be united with Russia^ because the lattef is the only natural 

ally and saviour of the UVrainian nation. Without Rnssian help^ the 

is 

was doomed to complete extermination by the Germans, Thlsy^something that no emigree 
politician wants to realise* 

Russification in comparison with profound help the Ukraine received from 
Russia in our century - was a trifle* Russia did not only save Ukraine during the wars. 
She also helped our people to rebuild their economy and led Ukraine into international 
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arena* The emigration complains about the Russification of LVOV^for Instance* But 
doesn’t It see at the same time the industralizatlon of this foimer provincial 
city* Of course, one hears very often Russian in Lvov* s street, but do you 
expect Russian speciaLts , engineers, etc* to learn Ukrainian before they 
come to the West Ukraine 7 

As to the souvereign status of the Ukrainian r^ublic TSURKAN had no 

ajodai doTibts whatsoever* This did not mean , however, that the Ukraine had to have 

seperate diplomatic represantatlonf* They were singly superfltious* What was needed in the 
past 

y^were consulates but the West was reluctant to exchange them* StLll in 1946 

MAWUILSEI proposed to Amexicans one consulate in KIEV (together with another in 

LENINGRAD) but the US-Govemment was not interested in thean* Instead they 

wanted to establish American consulates in MURMANSK and other strategical points btt 

not in KIEV* Of course, MANUILSKI could not agree to that* In the meantime the 

all-union consuleir service took care of Ukrainian interests and nowadays - he 

wondered - whether separate Ukrainian consulates were needed at all* 

According to TSURKAN the emigration makes a great mistake by not taking 

into account the fact that in Moscow ,in highest governmental positions sit mary 

Ukrainisuis* In his opinion this is iis important as having Ukrainians in KIEV or 

perhaps even more* Also in military fields Ukrainians play a very important role* 

When asked by M to specify TSURKAN replied that about half of all-Union ministries 

are "in hands of Ukrainians" and as to military leaders he wauld like to mention, for 
even 

instance,/^ BUDIONNTI* M laughed but TSURKAN did not react and continued to 
be serious about his assertions* 

As to international contacts of the Ukraine TSURKAN mentioned those through, 
the Mission at the UN and with satellite countries* He asserted that he did not 
waste his time when staying in New York, he made many friends, gave many lectures 
etc* Only recently he read a lecture to foreign students at the Mission* 


The ^fission can be parotid of its achievesaents - continued TSUEKAN* "We do it 
in a quiet way vdthout unnecessary ado , but believe vm ,my friend, we did a great 
job and have good chances to continue our wirk"* 

TSUBKAN was very anqphatic about importance of Polish-Ukrainian contacts* 

In his opinion the present close ties between Poland and Ukraine are of great 
signifioance to the whole socialist block* He was very ^Ad they were developing 
smodbhly*AaSed what kind of contacts he had in mind TsuJRKAN replied that,of course, 
cultural above all* "Culture in this respect is very important and constit^ the 
basis of s3± everything else"* 

6* Cultural contacts with foreign countries will be developed not only within 
the socialist block but also with Western countries* Thus it is planned to send 
in 1964 yeRIOTKA-ENSiMBLE and in 1965 VIRSm^ to the States* 

7* TSUEKAN agreed that deportation and some other methods of fighting the 
Ukranian Underground were dju^roper* But all that is now the past* Besides, apart 
from active enemies of the Soviet regime also mar^ a good coomrunlst suffered 
during the period of the cult of personality, TSURI^N knew one Baikcm Party Secretary 
who was deposrbed because his son jadned "the bandists" ( het at once cdirrected "the 
bands" into "the woods")* Today there are no deportations, no persecutions* 

Recruitments to Virgin Bands and J'ar East are voluntary* At most a kind of social 
pressure is applied* As an example he stated that when a class decides to go 
to KAZAKHSTAN and only ten students refuse to volunteer then the rest of the class 
compels them not to de^rt their friends* 

8* TSUEKAN stressed the point that the Soviet Union &s starving from lack of 
dollars* He complained the USA dtS^^t want to trade with the Soviet Union* 

He ridiculed the restriction on "strategical materials" and said that recently even 
an order of cligpars and some nylon staff was pajected by Americans, He mentioned 
again that for instance trade-volume between the Ukraine and Poland was larger than 
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that between the USA and the Soviet Union* In general ,Rubel*s position was not strong 

on international markets* This has its implications in intexnational polities as well* 

For instance - he continued - they want us to pay at the UN for actions contrary 
interests 

to our/ioBtiBaQE but they refuse to trade with us*”Where,tbe heU^ are we supposed 
to get dollars from to pay at the UN, at the UNESCO, at all the other international 
places /t"- TSUEKAN concluded* He was very en^jhatic about the urgency to develop 
proper commercial relations vith the USA* 

9* Between th® Ukraine and Russiaji^Sai onl^formal border * A real one 
is between the satallites axxi the Soviet Union* But there are ndw efforts to 
make it aij^ilS^ceat^e as possible* Recently, at least between Poland and the Ukraine 
the traffic vas very big* Once a year the Polish-Ukrairdan border is being opened 
for 48 hours for erveryone withoutjliy documanbary or hther restrictions* TSUEKAN further 
claimed that travelling from the Ukraine to satellite countries was quite easy* 

10* At one ^nt TSUEKAN mentioned that they have still many shortcomings 
in the Soviet economy* "We have actually a crisis,in partictilar in the agriculture, and 
we are not going to conceal it* But at the same time we are sura we aiian ocercome it"* 

U* TSUEKAN con5)lained that Ukrainian young people in the States, in 
partictilar students ^ showed very little inteirest in the activities of the Ukrainian 
Mission at the UN and in the Soviet Uhtetnian Republic in general* He thought this 
was very bad* Somewhat better is the situation with Canadian students* Thus, from 
time ti time Canadian Ukrainian students come to the i4issiorai|and only recently 

cr«TTA ft +.n « nf 

<-J — * ■" X — “ X" ■ ~ 

TSUEK.AN also complained why those Ukrainian students who participated 
in the UN-^todel did not ask the ^ssion for briefing* He personally would have 
gladly helped them on it* (N.B* Actually the %ssion refused*) 

M noted that probably no one trusts the Mission in particular after they murdered 
BAndera and REbet* TSUEKAN did not reply and continued about necessity to avraken 
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the Interest to the Ukz*aine among ^oung American Uicralnians* 


12* At one point TSUEKAN said that he vas talking all the time telling 
H all ha wanted Inft now came hls^urn* He wanted to know who was LlMAN^Edltor 
of"Nbtatnlk",and some date about him* M replied that as far as he knew LYMAN 
stemmed from Easton Ukraine, was a very intelligent man, and lie did not think 
that there was **someone” behind "Notatnik” and flits Editor* M was inlnxidaced 
to LYMAN by someone , probably SHLEMKEVlfCH at a conference and the fonaer made 
quite an Iji^ressioii on him* 

13* Iben TSHBKAN told M that he had a very big secret which he decided 
to divuldge to M* After positive reappraisal of the Ukiuinian emigration in the 

U 

States he wanted now to talk to various Ukrainian immigrants and orhanizations 

n 

to prepare ground for developing co-operation between the emigration and the Soviet 

Ukraine through the l^tssion at the UM*"Two years ago -he said -there was handed 

to us in Now ^rk “Kantata" by UHLYTSm. We brought it to KIE7 ,it was discussed 

by a council of our musicians ^ and finally produced on the Kiev Eadio", " Why to 

do these things in such a way, why not to exchange such materials directly , within 

the framework of noxmal cultural co-opration between the emigration and the Homeland 7" - 

he concluded* (N*B* Uhlytskyi*s "Kaj^tata*^ was presented to IVASHCHENKO from 

VIRSm'S ENSEMBia by M himself *) 

M thought this was a good idea and he himself in case, for instance , 

a famous musician iculd come from KIEV, would help in organizing public for him* 

such matters MXfs. 

TSUHKAN replied that he thoughty^fciDamdcdandacqcEaiiiTxiasxaid^ should le 

arranged on a more stabile basis and not ad hoc. •*‘his is actually why it is necessary 
to achieve some sort of noimalization between the emigration and the Mission but 
at the same time the initiative should be forthcoming from both sides. 


He himself and his collegues at the Mission are reac3y to talk* On their part 

with them 

the immi grants shoTxLd also e:!q>ress their willingness to talky^d vA irnrite for 

such 

instance him or KIZIA for^^talks* He considered it to be a very important matter for 
the emigration as well* TSURKAM aslo stressed that the co-operation between the 
Ukrainians abroad and the Mission was quite and possible without ary 

political sacrifices on either side* 

( M*s inures sion was that TSDHKJ^ would welcome an invitation from 
Ukrainian polktioians addressed to him or KXZIA to start the talks on the 
subject^ ^uid he wanted H to tell it at least to people from the Prolog*) 

14* TSDBKA^ asked M what instrument he Ma.3 playing and mentioned that 
they have private "evenings” at the Mission at which they did a little bit of 
musio* He implied that M would be quite welccme* H pretended not to liaye paid 
proper attention to bis words* 

15* Then TSUBKAN asked M how his business was ^ing* Afetr M*s reply that 
it was not too bad, TSUHKAN as|:ed vdiether be o^ the Mission could join it as a 
partner* M answered that one would have first to think about it and sound out 
the opinion of other partners* M would , however, appreciate it very much if TSURKAN 
could get him SKLAB£NKO*S BANDURA and their permit to reproduce liA here* 

TSURKAN premised to do it* 

16* When parting TSURKAN told M that he will call him soon and bring 


his book from GAPON* 


